
 

 

 

Notable Names in Behavioral Health                                      

A Morning of Celebration                                                                    

May 19, 2023  7:30 AM 

Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Awards 

Officer of the Year 

Detective Camden Sens 

Canton Police Department 

 

Champions of the Year 

Robin Holland  

Ollie Gholston 

Advocates of the Year 

Robin Holland  Trey Locke 

Michael Pressley Gina Thornsley 

 

 

Innovation Award 

Stanley Frankhart     Michelle Poorman  

Danijela Vranesevic Ashley Collins 

This year Stark Mental Heath and Addiction Recovery and NAMI combined our Awards 
Ceremonies into one, Notable Names in Mental Health. We also had a light breakfast on 
a Friday morning and were so excited on how well “The Notable Names” attended! So 
many deserving of awards! We absolutely love honoring those Names nominated by 
their peers! Congratulations to All! 



Notable Names in Behavioral Health   

Peers of the Year 

Matt Cooper  Becky James 

Shannon Ortiz  Brian Richards 

      Matthew Thornsley 

Professionals of the Year 

Brian Alford Jr  Lisa Bole 

Darlene Brown  Andrea Bucci 

Ashley Covey  Michelle Dellick 

Robin Dockus  Joe French 

Abigail Haring  Hillary Hipp  

Michele Heberling Robin Holland 

Thomas Jackson  Tom Jones 

Melissa Laskovski Jensen Moon 

Erin Morabito  Linda Peterson 

Michelle Poorman Trina Pittman 

Ashley Rininger  Denny Tan 

Shelly Weatherspoon Samantha Voshel 



Need help with your Recovery? Recovery from Mental Illness or Substance 

Abuse is not possible alone.  Hope comes with Recovery and we do recover with 

help.  Listed below are numbers to get the help you need. 

Respite and hospital care are on        

next page 



The Mission of NAMI Stark County is to empower and provide hope for recovery to those impacted by mental 
illness, family and natural support and community by providing support groups, education programs, resources 
and advocacy.                                                                                                                                         
We enVision a community in which all those impacted by mental illness experience the acceptance and support 
they need to achieve wellness.                                                                                                                      
Our Ongoing Priorities:                                                                                                                                   
Establish and promote NAMI support groups and education programs                                                        
Promote early detection and treatment though education of parents and teachers.                                                 
Provide information and referral services to peers, their families and mental health professionals for the purpose 
of improving recovery and access to care.                                                                                                       
Build partnerships with providers to help peers and families with life transitions.                                         
Advocate for an adequately funded public health system that provides recovery orientated health care, social 
services and other supports for peers and families impacted by mental illness.                                                      
Advocate to maintain affordable, supportive and stable housing and Supported employment.                                   
Educate the public and professional community by increasing understanding and eliminating the stigma of    
mental illness.                                                                                                                                        
Encourage NAMI Stark County members to become involved in organizations that serve peers and families who 
are impacted by mental illness. Support research into the cause and treatment of mental illness.                              
Advocate for peers and families impacted by mental illness.                                                                              
NAMI Stark County is not a clinical agency. We are trained educators with lived experience  

NAMI Let’s Talk is a private Facebook group 

that you must ask to join. We add uplifting or 

educational items    daily. You can choose to 

just watch the posts and give them some 

thought or answer any that that interest you. 

You can find us at: 

 (NAMI Stark County Let's Talk! | Facebook  

Our team at Sunrise Vista Health and Wellness is forward–thinking and         

provides care for dual diagnosis and behavioral health. We serve the residents of 

northeastern and southeastern Ohio. Our focus is on offering behavioral health 

and substance abuse treatment programs that will set you up for lifelong           

success. Our programs are for adults and geriatric patients. Our psychiatric      

programs and therapies help you entire family recover from the struggles with   

mental health disorders, traumatic events, and substance abuse. Call us today to 

learn more about how we can help you. (844) 942-2970  

ASCEND is a Short-term Respite Program that supports people aged 18 and 
over who are anticipating or experiencing a mental health situation by providing a 
free-of-charge, voluntary stay in a home-like setting that is supportive,                     
comfortable, and safe.                                                                                                                
ASCEND Respite provides an innovative and unique alternative service to the 
more traditional emergency room and inpatient care when the provider deems 
emergency care unnecessary; however, the guest can still utilize traditional care 
in addition to Respite as a complimentary service. Additionally, the guest may still 
need help coping.                                                                                                                     
We offer 24/7 support by trained Peer Support Specialists and/or volunteers.    
(all of which are individuals with lived experience of mental health and/or SUD 

conditions. Call (330) 454-2888                  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/206217740828623
tel:8449422970
https://ascendservices.org/


5th Annual Golf Outing 

Aug. 25, 2023 8:00 AM 

Sable Creek  

Get ready to attend our yearly fundraisers! 

NAMI Stark County 5th Annual Golf Outing (eventregisterpro.com)  

file:///C:/Users/kraga/Documents/SAVE THE DATE 2023.pdf
https://www.eventregisterpro.com/event/namistarkcountyannualgolfouting


YOUTH MOVE STARK COUNTY 

YOUTHMOVE      

STARK COUNTY 

If you need information for 

your teen, student or client, 

please contact                

Faith James at 

fjames@namistarkcounty.org 

Young adults 14-30 need             

others to talk with so they 

know that there are people 

they can trust and that they are 

not alone! 

Contact Faith TODAY! 







 

 

NAMI Stark County,  will schedule virtual or in-person class for time and date 
convenient for your organization.  

Please call 330-455-6264 to schedule. 

NAMI Provider: NAMI Provider is a staff development program for health care organizations that provide 
services for people affected by mental illness. This unique program is led by people living well in recovery, 
family members and health care providers. The presenters share their personal, intimate perspective on their 
treatment experience. The material is available in a four-hour introductory seminar. The primary goal of the 
program is to promote collaboration between the client, their family and health care staff. Having everyone 
engaged in the recovery process facilitates better outcomes. 

 

NAMI Smarts: Grassroots advocacy is about using your voice to influence policy makers and make a differ-
ence.  Turn your passion and your lived experience into a positive voice for mental health with the NAMI 
Smarts for Advocacy training. NAMI Smarts for Advocacy will enhance your advocacy skills and help you shape 
a powerful and personal story that will move policy makers. The NAMI Smarts Difference NAMI Smarts for 
Advocacy gives you step-by-step tools and the hands-on practice you need to feel clear, confident and ready 
to make a difference.  

Some Groups will 

return to in-person             

during 2023 such as 

the Tuesday Night 

Peer Group will start 

at Holy Trinity       

Lutheran Church  

NAMI Stark County  Tuesday Peer Support Group           

7:00 PM Every Tuesday evening                             

https://zoom.us/j/97629915727                                     

Meeting ID: 976 2991 5727  

 

NAMI Stark County Friday Night Peer Support Group             

7:00 PM every Friday evening on ZOOM                  

https://zoom.us/j/386459766                                         

Meeting ID: 386 459 766           

 

NAMI Stark County Sunday Family Support Group   

7:00 PM  on 1st and 3rd Sundays                                        

https://zoom.us/j/798097665                                                

Meeting ID: 798 097 665          

 

Support Groups are FREE to attend; NO registration 

is required.  

Support Groups 



Board of Directors 

President: 
Bart Fredrick 

First Vice President: 
Zach Hostetler 

Second Vice President: 
Josh Pedrozo 

Secretary: 
Dale Rush 
Treasurer: 

Robb Lightell 
 

Penny Paige Card 
Travis Johns 

CJ Stantz                                                                    
Sean Steward 

Will Regula 
Bryan Badar 

Carrie Hayhurst 
 

Consultants: 

ODMHA Supervision Mental Health                

Education:  Dr. Malhotra 

Marketing:  John Allensworth 

Walk Coordinator:  Stephanie Jackson 

Kay Raga, Executive Director                                                          
kraga@namistarkcounty.org 

Sheryl Falcone, Program Coordinator                                             
sfalcone@namistarkcounty.org 

Jewell Oppermann, System Navigator                                                 
joppermann@namistarkcounty.org 

Cindy Kisik, Outreach Coordinator                 
ckisik@namistarkcounty.org 

Robin Holland, Community Coordinator                                           
rholland@namistarkcounty.org                                       

Faith James, Young Adult Coordinator 
fjames@namistarkcounty.org  

Adena Beach, Parent Advocate                                               
abeach@namistarkcounty.org 

 

NAMI Stark County Main Office: 

121 Cleveland Ave SW; Canton, OH 44702 

330-455-NAMI [6264] 

NAMI Stark County @ Heartland Behavioral Healthcare: 

330 833-3135 ext. 2170 

The County's Voice on Mental Illness                             
121 Cleveland Ave., S.W.                                          

Canton, OH   44702 
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